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we consider the human race without dogmatic
religion an impossibility.

Let us trust the human soul. It is broader than
all religions and deeper than all the philosophical
schools. It shelters and creates these. Within
its precincts all are merged and have their birth,
The error of a religion or of a philosophical system
does not imply error on the part of our soul. In
its march toward the stars, the latter has sur-
mounted all the fleeting crises of religions and of
reason.

The history of the relations of science and of
reason are only one vast cemetery where lie
buried the most opposite conceptions. The reason
which incarnated science, and the relig* ous emotion
which assumed the form of various religions, were
sometimes melted into a single mass, sometimes
separated into a system of dependence and equality,
or in an open conflict, and were finally enclosed
within a country with distinctly outlined frontiers.
How many incongruous doctrines! How many
dissimilar religions!

III. In the struggle of free thought against
dogmas, the chances of victory are not on the side
of the latter. The conquests of science, popular-
ised by the lay education that is rendered oblig-
atory, are undermining more and more the